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That the last paragraph be struck
out.
The PREMIER: The meaning of the

words is quite plain. We cannot specify
all possible entertainments, and so we
inust make a general provision like this.
The tax mnight he evaded by admitting
people free of charge at the door and
sepuring payment later on. This is
muerely a dragnet provision and is essen-
tial to meet those entertainments which
vannot be specified.

Eon. J, MITCHELL: To tax every
little Sunday entertainment under a pro-
vision of this kind is disgraceful. I ask
leave to withdraw the amnendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Schedule put and passed.
Third Schedule, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Read a third time and transmitted !o

the Legislative Council.

House adjourned at 11.2 p.m.

Tcgisiativc Council.
Thursday, 25th February, 1915.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took tile
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Educa-

tion Department- Amendment to regula-

dions. 2. Cop3Y of balance sheet of the
State Sawmills to 30th June, 1914. 3,
Balance sheet of the Boya Quarry to
30th June, 1913, and to 30th June, 1014.
4, Health Act 1911, (a) By-laws of the
Carnarvon Local Board of Health, (b)
By-]laws of the 'Mount Margaret Road
Board,

QUESTION-UINEMPIOYED,
ASSISTANCE.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. it!. Drew-Central) [4.32]: The reply
I gave. to the bon. Mr. MeLarty on Tues-
day last did not appear to me to be very
clear; so I1 am furnishing him with in-
formation which I trust will be easily
understood. The cost of meals was
£1,745 16s. 3d., rations supplied cost
£1l,743 3s. 3d., and the cost of providing
sleeping accommodation amounted to
£450 O s. 9d.

JOINT SELE CT COMMITTEE,
MONEY BILLS PROCEDURE.

Hon. D. G. flawler brought up the re-
Fort of the select commnittee appointed
to inqurire into Money Bills procedure.

Report received and -read.

MOTION-UNrEMPLOYED EXECU-
TIVYE.

To be heard at the Bar.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [4.37]: 1
desire to ask leave of the House, under
Standing Order 103, to move the follow-
ing motion without notice.

That A. Brown, the Chairman, and
C. Owen, the Secretary of the Unem-
ployed Executive Committee, of Perth,
be heard at the Bar of the House, in
order to place before the House the
position of the men and the grievous
disabilities under which they are
placed through unzemployment.

All I desire to do is to make a statement.
I have consulted anl officer of this House,
who has consulted with at] officer of an-
other place, as to the correct way in
which to move in this direction, and these
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two gentlemen, after conferring, have ad-
vised me that this is, they think, the cor-
reet method and manner in which to deal
with the matter. I formally, therefore,
ask leave of the House to move this
motion.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Before
I put the motion asking for leave, I may
call hon. member's attention to the fact
that, in my opinion, this is not the cor-
rect method of approaching the House.
From the authorities which I have, in the
limited time at my disposal, been able to
consult, I am of opinion that the only
persons who can be heard at the Bar of
the House are those persons who are
called by Parliament as witnesses. The
correct method that should be adopted by
the hon. member is to present a petition.
A petition might be presented by him, or
any other hon. member, complying with
the Standing Orders relating to petitions,
which the hon. member will find starting
at Standing Order 66. If, therefore,
leave is given and the hon. mnember moves
his motion, I fear it will. be of no effect,
hecause, under my riding, I do not think
these gentlemen can be brought to the
Bar Of the House. The only way to pre-
sent the grievances is, in my opinion, by
petition. floes the hon. member wish to
proceed with his motion9

Hon. J. CORNELL: I thank you, Sir,
for the information. The desire is that.
these persons should be heard here to-day.
I would have followed the procedure of
a petition, probably, only that the peti-
tion was not placed in my hands within
the time laid down under the Standing
Orders, namely, three hours before the
House sat. As you rule, Si;, that this is
the only method that can he adopted here,
namely that of a petition-

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I rule
that the gentlemen cannot be heard at
the Bar of the House unless Parliament
calls them as witnesses.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Then a motion
by this House that they should he heard
would he of no availI

Hon. D. G. Gawler: You can do it by
petition.

Hon. J. CORINELL: Would I be in
order in asking the Honse to assist me in

this direction? It is suggested that we
might call them as witnesses. I see no
way out of the difficulty in the circum-
stances, however, and it is apparently no
good getting the leave of the House, as
you, Sir, rule that if leave is granted the
men cannot be heard.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is
so.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I will not ask
leave to move this motion, hut wilt pro-
ceed on Tuesday next to go through the
formula of presenting a petition.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon, J. Cornell leave of

absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to Hon. R. D. Ardagh (North-
East) on the ground of ill-health.

BILLr-INCOME AND PUBLIC EN-
TERTAINMvENTS TAXATION.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly and read a first time.

Second reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. MW. Drew-Central) (4.43] in moving
the second reading said: The purpose of
this measure is to furnish necessary
funds to provide work and render as-
sistance in other directions for the re-
lief of distress caused by the abnormal
condition. of affairs in which the State
is placed to-day. iAliany forms of taxa-
tion were available to the Government
hut members will, I think, when they
have looked into the Bill, agree that the
two sources of taxation chosen will sup-
ply the money required and at the same
time bear more lightly upon the people
than other forms of taxation which
might have been selected. Dealing first
with the tax on incomes: this is a tax in
addition to the already existing income
tax, a super-tax, with'the difference that
the tax now proposed is levied on the
income derived from the current finan-
cial year, whereas the existing income
tax is levied on incomes earned during
last year. The suggestion may he made
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that this tax should rightly be levied oil
last year's income, but the unfairness of
such a proposal is demonstrated when it
is remembered that the incomes of many
persons have practically disappeared, and
others have diminished, during the last
12 months. in its main feature the Bill
recognises that every person in receipt
of an income, earned by his own exer-
tion, exceeding £156 per annumi, should
contribute portion of such income to-
wards the assistance of those in need
and whose necessities are due to the pre-
vailing national disasters. Incomes up
to £136 per annum are exempted abso-
lutely; and there is a provision that the
person in receipt of £157, or £1 above the
maximum exemption shall not pay the
ful~l assessment of £ 11s. 8d., hut shall
pay £1. only. The reason for that is ap-
parent. If such Person -were charged the
full amount of tax, his net income would
he reduced belowv [lie amount of taxable
income under the Bill. It may be re-
peated that if a person's income has
fallen during the year below £156, quite
irrespective of what he may have to pa
under the existing taxation on last
year's income, he is not to be called up-
on to contribute under this measure.
Under present prevailing conditions, ad-
ditional funds are necessary in order to
provide for the requirements of the peo-
ple. Provision has already been made
for the man on the land. He can, under
existing legi slation, be supplied with
stores, seed AN-beat, mianulres, etc., to en-
able him to continue his operations. But
there are hundreds, probably thousands,
in the community who to-day find their
means of livelihood gone through no
fault whatever of their own. This Bill
enables the Government to come to the
assistance of those people. If it be right
to help those eng-aged in industry in
times like the present, surely it is
equally right to help others in want from
similar causes, but, vho have not the claim
that they are engaged in industries.

Hon. D. G Gawler: Farmers are not
helped by taxation.

The COLOIUAL SECRETARY: They
are helped by monetary contributions.

Hon, D). G. Gawvler: Out of the na-
tional funds.

The COLONIAL SECRETAR1Y: They
are lent money and if the interest and
principal ale not paid the taxpayers
have to toot the Bill.

Hlon. D. G. Ga-trler: The special tax
is not supposed to help them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
provided in the Bill that, subject to an
appropriation by Parliament, and there
must be an appropriation, the money
raised under this taxation measure shall
be applied to the carrying out of public
works so as to profitably employ the
surplus labour in the State, or to such
other purpose approved by resolution of
both Houses of Parliament.

Hon. Sir E. Hi. Wittenoom: How are
you going to get it when we are not sit-
tingt

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
can only wait until the opportunity is
afforded us. Clause 13 shows distinctly
that the tax is earmarked. It does not
become part of the Consolidated Rev-
enue. It was one of the objections to the
war emergency tax when it wvas presented
to this Chamber that the intention was to
provide means for the reduction of the
deficit. The money raised will be paid
into a special fund at the Treasury, and
a schedule showving how it is proposed to
expend the money must be approved by
Parliament. But if the Bill becomes law
the Government propose to anticipate the
revenue derivable under the measure, for
the reason that the bulk of taxation under
the Bill will 'jot become payable until
after 30th June next. Supplementary
Estimates will be presented, and so soon
as those have been passed, the Govern-
ment will proceed with some of the works.
It is intended to make many of the works
reproductive, such as; feeder roads, which
hitherto have been held up for want of
funds. The departments have been in-
structedl to prepare schemes of works, as
it is desired to spend as much as possible
of the money derived from this tax in
providing labour rather than in the Pur-
chase of material. The Government have
been criticised in some quarters for having
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reduced the hours of certain Government
workers. I recognise the present is not
the time for justification of that adminis-
Irative act, but I desire to point out that
the only alternative before the Govern-
ment in this connection was retrenchment.
If that alternative had been adopted it
would have meant increasing the number
of unemployed and misery in many
homes.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: That did
not effect any saving of money.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
certainly did.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: No, be-
cause you had to putt on a greater number
of men.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: So
far as I know, no new men have been
appointed in consequence of the shorten-
ing of the hours of labour, so that there
must follow a decrease in the expenditure.
The object of this Bill is to avoid such
an unfair position arising in consequence
of the drought and wvar. If an employee
of the Government is giving the same
full service as in normal times, he should
not be called upon to accept something
less than ordinary payment iii return.
Careful thought has been given to the
question in all its aspects, and the Gov-
eminent have arrived at the conclusion
that the only method of providing for the
present position is by way of a tax which
shall be borne in proportion to their
means by all sections of the community.
There is only one section exempt and
that is the section which is only earning
a bare livelihood at the present time. All
those receiving less than £150 a year will
be exempt from the operations of this
Bill. For the information of members
there has been attached to the Bill tab'i-
lated statements of thle incidence of the
proposed tax, showving the amounts pay-
able in respect of different incomes
weekly' , forlnigxhtly. monthly. half-yearly
and Yearly. Provision is made in the
Hill for a rebate of not more than 5 per
cent to those taxpayers who elect to pay
their tax in advance by monthly instal-
ments. If this be done it will have a
twofold benefit. In the first place it will
be easier for the individual, and secondly,

it will supply immediate funds for the

purposes of the Bill. In the graduation
of taxation under the Bill there is no
sudden leap in the amount payable, but
it rises from pound to pound of income
until a maximum of S per cent, is reached.
The further proposal in the Hill is to tax
amusements. It is felt that persons
w'ho can in the 1)resent condition of the
Slate afford to pay up to 10s. for admis-
sion to a racecourse in search of armuse-
ment or Is. or 6d. as the case may be, for
admission to a picture entertainment,
should not object to contributing one
penny on each shilling paid in the form
of admission money. While this provi-
sion applies to all forms of entertain-
inent, the Commissioner of Taxation is
empowered to exempt entertainments or-
ganised for purely charitable purposes.
Companies will come in under this Bill,
but so that they shall not be unfairly
treated, it is provided that they shall he
treated in respect of this taxation as indi-
viduals. As members know, uinder the
Dividend Duties Act companys pay Is. in
the pound on profit irrespective of the
amount; individuals under the existing
Income Tax Act pay at the rate of 4d.
in the pound. Both those imposts will
stand, but under this taxation measure
the company and the individual will be
treated alike. If a company's profits ex-
ceed £200 uinder existing conditions it
would pay is. in the pound plus the
amount payable uinder this tax. Hut
it the total exceeds the amount which an
individual would pay when in receipt of
a salary of £200, the difference will be
deducted so long as the amount payable
does not fall short of the liability under
the Dividend Duties Act alone. In other
words, the Government seek, to put the
company on the same basis as the indi-
vidual if the super-tax hits the company
harder than the individual. For instance,
if under the Dividend Duties Act a comn-
I-any paid £50 taxation, and under this
measure £25, a total of £75, and if an
individual paid £25 under the Income Tax
Act on an income equalling the company's
profits and £25 uinder this measure, xi
total of £50. provision is made to reduce
the comnpany's contribution to Z50. A
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company must pay' the minimum of the
taxation provided under the Dividend
Duties Act. The deductions provided in
the existing income tax are provided also
in this Bill with one or two exceptions.
One difference is that the exemption in
this Bill is fixed at £156 instead of £200
as in the existing Act. Further deduc-
lions permitted are £10 for each child
and amounts paid by way of premiums
on life assurance. The operation of the
taxation provision of the Bill is limited
to the year 1915. When the Bill reaches
the Committee stage I shall be glad to
explain the different clauses to bon. memn-
bers. I move-

That the Bill be now read' a seconld
time.
On motion by Hon. H. P. Colebatch,

debate adjourned.

MOTION-TIMBER INDUSTRY.
Debate resumed from 23rd February oft

motion by Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenooni,
"That the present position of the timber
industry should immediately be taken into
consideration by Parliament."

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
(North-in reply) [4.58] : Before the
debate closes I would like to make a few
remarks in connection with the criticisms
which have been offered by various speak-
ers on my statement, and I would again
ask the Press to give as fair a report of
what I have to say as they did of the
speeches which were delivered by hon.
members. As there appears to have been
a misconception in regard to the motion,
I will rend it. It merely says, "That the
present position of the timber industry
should immediately be taken into consid-
etation by Parliament." Statements
have been made by various speakers that
in submitting this motion a request was
made that the men engaged in the in-
dustry should have their wages reduced
by 50 per cent, and, as indirectly stated
by the Colonial Secretary, that a present
should be made byv the Government to the
company. N.othling in the motion can be
construed into a request of that kind, and
I will repeat the facts which led up to

the moving of the motion. By cables
emanating from the directors in London,
the management here were informed that
unless the cost of production could he
reduced by something like 20s. per load
it would be impossible to secure orders
and continue work owing to the success-
ful competition of other timbers. The
management having received this most
important communication, which was
practically endorsed by the Agent Gen-
eral and by the Government's represen-
tative in England, and as it affected the
company and a very large number of
workers, to say nothing of the distribu-
tion of nearly a million of money, it was
considered right and proper to bring the
matter before Parliament. in order to
place the Government and the people in
possession of the exact details. The sag-
gestion put forward wa~s purely a com-
mercial one, and if it were wise in the
interests of the State to continue this
portion of the industry, it would be
necessary to make some sacrifice all
round. Now let us see how the motion
was received by the various speakers who
have expressed themselves. Mr. Cornell
made a remark which relieved both my-
self and the other directors of Millars'
from a great deal of anxiety. He told
us it was a common thing in mining lo-
calities for mines to peter out and close
down, and that the 600 or 800 men de-
prived of work were distributed else-
where without the slightest inconvenience
to the men.

Hon. J. Cornell: You are drawing the
long bow.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: That
is what the bon. member said.

Hon. J. Cornell: I did not say all of
them.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: The
hon. member said, in effect, that 600 or
800 men could be distributed ahout with-
out making any difference.

Hon. J. Cornell: I said they were
gradually absorbed in other industries.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM1: It was
a great relief to feel that if the 1,800
men concerned in the timber industry lost
their vocation they could be distributed
and absorbed elsewhere. Mr. Cornell
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also remarked that any industry which
was not sufficiently good to pay first-class
wages was not worth fostering. If that
argument were carried to its logical con-
clusion, what would become of the farm-
ing industry in this State? This is all
argument we have heard so often that we
may leave it to take care of itself.

Hon. J. Cornell: Thene is no analogy
between the farming and the timber in-
dustries.

Hon. Sir F. H. WITTENOOM: Re-
garding the remarks of Mr. Callen, 1
must say that for a businesslike mall,
blessed with good analytical powers and
critical skill and a fair amount of com-
mercial knowledge, to give utterance to
the statements he did, was indeed sur-
piing to me. His remarks were almost
unworthy of him, and I will not insult
his intelligence by thiinldng for one mo-
ment that lie believed a single word of
what he said. He remarked that Millars'
wanted their losses made up by rebates
from the Government aind their em-
ployees. The company asked nothing of
the kind. In my speech there was no
reference of that description, and the
motion conveys nothing of the kind,
either.

Hon. J. Cornell: Then how would it
be done, by magic?

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: Mr.
Cullen said that the grants to be made
to the farmers would be repaid but no
offer was made by Millers' to repay any
losses incurred to keep them going. As
Mr. Cornell interjected, there is no an-
alogy between the farming and the tim-
ber industries. The farming industry is
looking forward to good seasons which
will enable it to recuperate and repay the
advances which are being made. But
there is no such prospect before the tim-
ber industry. The competition being ex-
perienced may last for good.

Hon. J. Cornell: If so, we had better
shut it up to-morrow.

Hon. Sir EI. H. WITTENOOM: We
do not want to shut the timber industry
up. It is becoming a vanishing industry,
vanishing in point of quantity and in the
brevity of the leases. The two industries
cannot be compared. The farming in-

dustry with a couple of good seasons Will
thoroughly recuperate. The timber in-
dustry has ',o such prospect of recuper-
ating, and how can we undertake to re-
pay any losses 7 Mr. Cullen ridiculed
the argument that creosoted pine is being
used and is preventing timber-owners
here from getting orders for jarrah.
WVhen there are no orders there can be
no work. Whether it is twopenny half-
penny ocosoted pine or Baltic pine that
is compehing with our jan-nfh does not
affect the position; tile fact remains that
this competition prevails. Whether it is
due to the inherent good qualities of the
pine or to its cheapness I am not pre-
pared to say, but it is impossible at the
present cost of the production of jarrab
to successfually) tender against it. Mir.
Cullen also [old us that in many direc-
tions business men would forego thleir
profit to keep their businesses going.
This might apply to numbers of business
men but it does not apply to companies
of the size of Millars'. A man to keep
his business going will lose probably a
thousand pounds a year, but how can a
company paying £C25,000 in wages each
month and maintaining 600 to 800 horses
keep up these expenses? How could the
directors justify such a policy to their
shareholders? An individual might
adopt such a course but a cornpany could
not. Millers' have not the Consolidated
Revenue behind them, nor have they any
loan funds; therefore they cannot keep
on storing uip large quantities of tim-
ber and losing the interest oil the
value represented by such stocks.
It would be impossible to carry on
under such circumstances, and even
if an attempt to do so were made,
it would necessitate making calls up-
on the shareholders. Otherwise where
would £25,000 per month be ob-
tained for wages with nothing com-
ing in? Then I ask what will1 be the
position of the railway ; if the £158,000
expended in freights is no longer avail-
able? I cannot understand a man of Mr.
Cullen's business acumen indulging in
such statements. The Colonial Secretary
went into the matter fully, and I am
pleased that he did so. He was interest-
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ing although not altogether accurate. The
first statement of note he made was that
he could supply timber f.o.b. for £2 2s.
a load.

The Colonial Secretary: I excluded
haulage.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM1: Either
the Minister has made a mis-statement or
lie lies been misinformed. I know that
the amount he quoted is far below the
cost of the timber put oil trucks at the
mills by other companies, and much less
could it represent the fLo,. cost. There
must be some method by which the Glov-
ernnment can (10 it much cheaper than the
companies, if the Colonial Secretary was
not wrong in his statement. Certainly the
haulage is not so heavy for the Govern-
ment and for new companies entering the
business. They are working on ni;
ground, mid the timber is close handy for
them.

The Colonial Secretary: The hauilage is
not included in that amount.

Hon. Sir E. H. WlTTENOOM: Then
that makes the statement worse. I am
certai it could not he done for anything
like that amount, unless the Government
have a method of debiting charges in some
other way than is done by our account-
ants. To contradict the statement in the
cables received from London that orders
could not be procured, the Colonial Sec-
retary saicf the Government had orders
for a quantity of wagon timber. I would
like to know what that quantity is; it
must be a very small order inded, but it
in no way upsets the statements con-
tained in the cables because the little
which would be sent away for wagon
building and flooring would be in-
finitesimal. The -Minister admitted that
it is impossible to get orders for sleepers,
hut he added that it had to be remem-
bered the Government had something to
show for their money in the enormous
quantities of sleepers which were in
stock. Supposing a company did such
an absurd thing as to cut and stack
sleepers, what would be the result? Trhe
first risk would be that the sleepers would
be cut in wrong sizes. When cutting
haphazardly and putting sleepers into
stock, this risk is always prescnt. Then

interest on the money expended is mount-
ing- up the whole time, wages have to be

p~aid, and all the costs have to be met,
and further when buyers for the sleepers
come along they would have full in-
frm~ation of the glut of stock, and would
probably arrange their prices accordingly.
Therefore it is not wise for any company
or the Government to keep on cutting
and putting timber into stock. The Am-
ister denied that the Government had
come into competition with Millars'.
Either his knowledge of these transac-
tions trust be of a very superficial nature
or he has been sadly misinformed. I
could easily refresh his memory by giving
one or twvo cases of very severe competi-
tion. I do not wish to go into these mat-
ters hecause they are now things of the
past, hut I could direct his attention to a
speech made in another place in which
all the particulars were given, and he
would realise from that how keenly the
Government have come into competition,
not only with Mlillars' bat with all ex-
portin g timber companies. If this were
not so, what was the object of the Gov-
erment in sending an expert agent
abroad to obtain orders from other parts
of the world? Of course they compete
with all exporting firms; naturally they
do; and for that reason it is obvious that
prices since that competition could not be
so good as they were previously. Now
Millars' and also other companies have
been accused of not continuing to employ
as many men as previously to the war,
and of shutting uip mills. But what was
the reason for the reduction of the num-
ber of workers, and for the closing down
or miills ilad the Government not come
uip against private enterprise in this
direction, all the exporting companies
would have been working full-handed and
would have had ample orders. But when
a large organisation like the Government,
with any amount of money, or, at any
rate, unlimited credit, behind it, enters
into competition with private fims, in-
evitahly there must be division of orders,
and, likewise inevitably, the number of
men employ-ed by the private companies
must decrease. I have little more to say
on the question, but I desire to express
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the hope that my rejuarts will prove to
hon. members and to the public that the
undertaking of Milam' and the other
timber exporting companies, or in fact
the timber industry, is not, as a great
many peolple regard it, an enemy in the
country, but a friend, The timber in-
dustry distributes nearly one million
pounds per annum, gives employment to
large numbers of workers, and introduces
into the State what is practically all
ne-w money, money from abroad, from
foreign countries; not our own money.
tn view of these considerations, I submit,
the industry should be fairly supported.
Having said so much, I will not labour
L IV ijL Lu ii n .~bLL u.Ir t u

leave of the House to w
motion.

Motion by leave withdraw

Mt LL-0OVERN"MENT
WORKS.

A ssemnbly's Further M1
Mfessage froms the Assei

been received declining U
miodification requested by the
Message was now considered

In Committee.
lion. W. Kingsmill in thi

Colonial Secretary iii charge
No. 3-Clause 13: Add t

words :-AJ by-laws so mad
be published in the Gazettes
be laid before both Houses o
within fourteen days afters
tion if Parliaiment is in ses
not, then within fourteen ds
commencement of the next s
If either House of Parliam
resolution disallowing any
of which resolution notice ha
at any time within fourteen
of such House after such by-
laid before it, such by-law
upon cease to have effect,
affecting the validity, or co
validity, of any thing- done,
sion of anything in the men
subsection shall apply not
that the said fourteen days

them do not occur iii the same session of
Parliament as that in which the by-law
is laid hefbre it:-

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : 1
muove-

That the modification be not further
pressed.
Question passed; the Couincil's amend-

we'nt not further pressed.
Title--agreed to.
Bill reported without amaendyuent and

(lie reliort adopted.

Third Reading.
Read a third time, and passed.

B]L1jlVERMIN BOARDS ACT'itbdraw the AMENDMENT.

a. Request for Conference.
A MAessage having been received from

the Assemibly requesting a Con ference

ELECTRIC with managers of the Council, the mes-
sage was now considered.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Ron.
essays. J. .11. Drew-Central) [.5.22] : I move---
nibly having That a Conference be agreed to as

make the requested by the Legislative Assembly
Council, the in its Message No. 39; that the place of

holding thie Conferenice be the Presi-
clent's room of the Legislative Council;
thatt the flonou rables Sir R. H. W~it-
tenooin and J. iDnflell and the mover

e Chair; the be the managers to represent the tCd sn-
of the Bill. cil at the Ceaference requested by the
he following Legislative Assembly; that the time of
-(a.) Shall meeting be 4.45 o'clock p.m. on Tues-
*(b.) Shall day, the 2nd March.

f Parliament Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM1
iueh publica- (North) [5.23]: Is it competent to move
sion, and if an amendment to the motion?
Lys after the The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What is
ession; (a])
at passes a
such by-law,
zs been given
sitting days

law has been
shall there-
but without

rng the in-
or the omis-
ntiene. This
withstanding
or some of

the amendment?
Hon. Sir E. H. WITENOOM:11 To

s'ulbsit ate another name for the name of
one of the proposed managers.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Cer-
tainly the lion. member can move such an
amendment.

ifon. Sir E. H7. WVITTENOOM: With-
out wishing to say anything personal, I
desire to point out that the names of the
Managers appointed by the Assembly are
the Hon W. D. Johnson, the Tien. R. H.
Underwood, and the Hon. J. Mitchell. If
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the motion be earnied without a~mend-
ment, the Conference -will, therefore, in-
elude two Ministers from the Assembly
and a third Minister from here; and we
all know what the opinions of Ministers
are on this Bill. Those three hon. gen-
tlemen are absolutely set in their opin-
ions. Again, the third Assembly manager,
the Hon. J. Mitchell, is, like Ministers,
absolutely hostile to py views on this
Bill. Therefore, I think, without any
desire to make this a personal matter,
that the Conference should, in fairness,
be differently constituted; and I move an
amendment-

That the name of the Hon. if. Jf.
Holmes be substituted for that of the
Hon. the Colonial Secretary.

If it is the invariable practice to appoint
the leader of the House a Conference
manager, I will, of course, withdraw my
amendment.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I may
state that from the point of view of
Parliamentary procedure the amend-
ment is quite in order.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [5.'25]:
I oppose the amzendment, which is the
most extraordinary amendment I have
heard moved here. Further, the reasons
by which it is supported are the most
extraordinary that have, in my experi-
ence, been given here. It is suggested
that because another place has appoint-
ed two Ministers and this place pro-
poses to appoint a third 'Minister, those
Ministers will all have made up their
minds.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenooqn: We know
they have.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom practically accuses the leader of
this House of having made up his mind
in a certain direction, and for that rea-
son Sir Edward Wittenoom desires the
appointment of another member of this
House who has made up his mnind in an-
other direction. I consider the amend-
mient amounts to a personal reflection on
the leader of the House.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Oh, no.
Hon. J. CORNELL: I cannot place

any other construction on the amend-
ment. In my opinion, if there is one

member of this House who should take
part in the Conference, it is our leader.
I am aware that there have been occa-
sions wvhen the leader of the House has
requested that lie should not be appoint-
edl a manager, by reason of pressure of
other work. It is true I am only a new
member, but I must say that the atti-
hide of Sir Edwvard Wittenoom seem to
pie most extraordinary. I should be glad
if some older member of the House would
state whether such an amendment as
this has ever been moved here previously.
I have a lively recollection of a set
of circumstances somewhat similar to
thie present, arising here. When this
House was dealing with the question of
appointing managers for a Conference
on an Arbitration Act Amendment Bill,
the names of the Hon. 3. E. flodd, Sir
E. H. Wittenoom, and the Hon. M. L.
Moss were proposed. Mr. Moss at once
rose and said the Assembly mianagers
were the same as lie had met on the
same subject in a previous session, and
his opinion was that those managers
would not arrive at an agreement with
him on the then present occasion; and
lie accordingly asked that he should not
be appointed a manager. However, the
House prevailed on Mr. Moss to act.
The remarks of Mr. Moss, I wish to
point out, did not move Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom. to ask leave to withdraw. I
desire again to enter my emphatic pro-
test against the reflection cast by the
amendment on the leader of the House.

Hon. Sir E. . H. WITTENOOM%
(North) [5.28] : Whilst I am not in the
slightest degree influenced by the speech
which has just been made, I desire to ask
leave to withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.36 p.m.
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